Know & Go:
Transfers

Everything you ever wanted to know about
transferring your Paint Horse.
By JESSICA HEIN

Y

ou’ve written the check and signed the
bill of sale―another Paint Horse is about
to join your family. Congratulations!
But before you shut the trailer door and
drive away, take a minute to make sure you
have your Paints in a row, so to speak, when
it comes to his oﬃcial APHA paperwork.
Ensuring you have the original registration
certiﬁcate and signed transfer report will make
updating your Paint’s ownership easy, put you
on the road toward enjoying your new addition
and make your ownership oﬃcial.
APHA’s MemberCare team is here to walk you
through the process of transferring your Paint’s
ownership, an essential step that you shouldn’t
overlook. You’ll need to have your horse listed in
your name to compete in APHA events, to earn
recognition and great prizes and more. It only
takes a few minutes, but transferring your horse
can yield a lifetime of beneﬁts to you both.

Transferring Your Horse

Adding another Paint to your herd is exciting, but and it can be tempting to overlook the
paperwork that usually comes along for the ride.
Take a few minutes to transfer your Paint’s registration certiﬁcate so you’re listed as the current owner―this easy, inexpensive step makes
you and your Paint eligible for APHA programs
and awards, and it helps safeguard your interests in the horse’s ownership, expediting future
transactions, like breeding or sales.

What You Need:
• The horse’s original registration certiﬁcate
• An APHA transfer report―this form is usually printed on the back of the registration
certiﬁcate, or can be a stand-alone form
• The signature of the horse’s owner of record
• Payment for transfer fees
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The Process:
1. Complete the transfer report in full―you need
the signature of the horse’s current owner,
so check the “current owner” section of the
horse’s registration papers to make sure you
have the signature you need. It’s best to get
this at the time of sale.
2. List the buyer’s information. If you are already
an APHA member or have been in the past,
you can put your name and member number.
If you’re new to the APHA family, include your
address, phone number and email, too.
3. Note the date of sale―make sure this is
listed on the transfer report; failure to
include it can delay your paperwork.
4. Include updates for the horse’s record, if
needed. This is a great opportunity to list
the date of gelding, correct the horse’s
color, request a registry status change or
even change the photo on the papers. Some
changes, like correction of color or gelding,
are free, while others require a fee.
5. Include payment or credit card information. The transfer fee is $25―that’s a
discounted member rate, and it’s more
cost-effective for the new owner (the buyer)
to join APHA to get that rate. You can join
right there on the transfer form, if needed.
If your horse is enrolled in APHA’s Breeders’ Trust program and you want to make
yourself eligible for those annual payouts,
make sure you include the Breeders’ Trust
re-enrollment fee along with your transfer―you get a discount for doing it at the
same time, rather than later.
6. Mail the original registration papers,
signed transfer report and payment to
APHA. Transfers are usually completed
within 2–4 weeks after being received by
APHA; email copies are not accepted.

But what if …
The seller doesn’t have the original
registration papers?
You’ll need an “Affidavit for Duplicate
Certificate” in addition to the signed
transfer report―see last month’s “Know
& Go” article for details. If you have a
transfer report signed by the horse’s current owner (according to APHA records),
you can complete the Affidavit for Duplicate
Certificate–Current Owner form. There’s
a $40 fee for the duplicate certificate and
you’ll need to provide current side-view
photos of the horse, so make sure you
include all of that with your signed transfer
and fees.
The person selling the horse isn’t the
“current owner” on the papers?
You’ll still need the signature of the
horse’s owner of record on a transfer report,
in addition to a separate transfer report
signed by the in-between owner(s)―that
might mean you need to do some leg work
to capture those signatures. APHA can provide you with the current owner’s mailing
address, if needed.
Keep proof of your attempt to contact the
owner of record, such as a postal receipt
from certified mail; if you’re unsuccessful
in obtaining the signature of the owner of
record, you will need the proof of contact to
pursue Transfer Indemnity, a more involved
and expensive transfer option―contact
MemberCare for details or check out the
Transfer Indemnity form at apha.com/forms/
registration-forms.
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Completing your Paint’s transfer maintains his ownership history and makes
you eligible to participate in APHA programs with your new horse.

Jessica Hein is editor of the Paint Horse
Journal, and the senior director of APHA’s
MemberCare team.
jhein@apha.com

We’ve Got Answers

If you still have questions about transferring
your horse, contact APHA’s MemberCare pros—
our friendly staff is happy to help.
askapha@apha.com
817-222-6423
apha.com/forms/registration-forms
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