
  

Shannon O'Dell   

Address  4813 N. Kari Rd. 

Otis Orchards, WA 99027   

Education Graduated from Gonzaga University with a degree in Criminal Justice 

with an emphasis towards law school, but instead decided to go a 

different path in the insurance industry focusing on insurance for law 

firms. Currently own my own business, First Choice Insurance Services, 

which still focuses on lawyers but also has an emphasis in equine 

insurance (horse mortality, trainer liability, & horse farms) as well as 

home, auto & small business insurance   

APHA/Paint Involvement I don't remember how long I have been showing APHA but my family's 

journey began in 1981 when my parents bought our first Paint - a 

weanling we named My Macho Man (a grandson of the Hall of Fame 

stallion Tinky's Spook). Our family has been hooked and we have been 

riding & showing our Paint horses at open & breed shows ever since. I 

currently own 2 - a tobiano gelding that I am just bringing back from an 

injury, and a solid mare that is currently on lease and being shown 

successfully by a youth. I am a member of 3 APHA regional clubs and 

help and support others.   

Other Horse Involvement I grew up through our County 4-H program. After college when I got back 

into showing horses, I joined the PAC program and have done the 

occasional APHA showing as time permits ("adulting" doesn't leave 

much time for playing with the horse!). I also work other APHA & AQHA 

horse shows as a ring steward or show manager.   

Membership and Service I was elected as an alternate director for Washington State in 2012 and 

then as a director in 2013. I have been able to attend every workshop & 

convention since and have loved the many new faces I have met along 

the way. I have also really enjoyed being a part of APHA's transition 

towards the future and hope to be a part of that continued journey as 

there is still much to be done.   
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